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school, he participated in the local 
Fire Explorers program, which gave 
him both the skills to save lives in his 
community and a dedication to public 
service that guided his entire life. 

Brett’s 17-year firefighting career 
was nothing short of extraordinary. As 
an EMT, a hazmat technician, a fire in-
vestigator, and a firefighter instructor, 
he worked every day to keep the people 
of Albert Lea safe. Deputy Fire Chief 
Jeff Laskowske put it best: Brett was a 
true hero. 

Brett’s heroism only became clearer 
following his diagnosis. In the words of 
his loving family, he ‘‘fought cancer 
like a boss.’’ But Brett didn’t just fight 
for himself; following an alarming 
string of cancer cases among fire-
fighters in Albert Lea and Austin, he 
became a fierce advocate for his broth-
ers and sisters in the field. He played a 
key role in passing State legislation 
that secured funding for equipment to 
keep firefighters safe from carcinogens 
as well as a grant program for fire-
fighters living with cancer or heart dis-
ease. In 2018, we held an event together 
in support of legislation to create a na-
tional firefighter cancer registry, and 
days later, the President signed it into 
law. Brett also collaborated with the 
Firefighter Cancer Support Network, a 
group of firefighters that worked to 
provide resources, support, and edu-
cation to first responders in need. 

While Brett had a lot to be proud of 
in his career, he was even prouder of 
his family. He married his wife 
Danielle in 2006, and they went on to 
have two great kids, Jaelyn and Aiden. 
Brett could often be found cheering 
them on from the sidelines of sporting 
events or sharing with them his love of 
camping and fishing. 

While it is hard not to feel like 
Brett’s life was cut short, his legacy as 
an incredible firefighter, advocate, son, 
husband, and dad will last forever. He 
changed lives; he saved lives; and he 
made the world a better place.∑ 

f 

WEST KENTUCKY VETERAN AND 
PATRIOT MUSUEM 

∑ Mr. PAUL. Mr. President, stories of 
the past and the memorabilia and 
photos that often accompany them 
serve many important purposes in our 
culture. They can entertain us and pro-
voke laughter and joy. They can rein-
force the values that were important to 
our parents and grandparents. And 
they can teach difficult or even painful 
lessons from our history. The West 
Kentucky Veteran and Patriot Mu-
seum, now celebrating its 10th year, is 
a place where such stories can be dis-
covered. 

Founded by Sandy Hart, whose hus-
band, Ray, served in the U.S. Marine 
Corps and then went on to serve others 
as a pastor and foreign missionary, the 
museum houses an eclectic collection 
of personal objects, records, photo-
graphs, and narrative stories curated 
by Sandy and displayed in a red brick 
building in tiny Wickliffe, KY, which is 

located on the Mississippi River in far 
west Kentucky. While most of the do-
nated materials are from servicemem-
bers and their families in the Purchase 
Region of the Commonwealth, the visi-
tors—the men and women you are like-
ly to encounter when you stop by—are 
from all 50 States and beyond. Sandy 
loves to sit and talk to them and hear 
their stories, memories that are often 
stirred up as they wander through the 
displays in the museum. 

The vision for the West Kentucky 
Veteran and Patriot Museum was born 
when Sandy and others in the commu-
nity helped organize a convoy of over a 
dozen buses and 800 people to visit the 
World War II Memorial here in our Na-
tion’s Capital. This outpouring of in-
terest compelled Sandy to create a 
place that honored our veterans year- 
round—and not just those who served 
in the Second World War. 

I have visited with Sandy at the mu-
seum and watched her at work. She is 
tireless in her devotion to our veterans 
and in capturing and memorializing 
their stories so that we can learn from, 
laugh with, and be thankful for our 
men and women in uniform throughout 
our history.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING TOTAL EQUINE 
SERVICES 

∑ Mr. PAUL. Mr. President, as ranking 
member of the Senate Committee on 
Small Business and Entrepreneurship, 
each week I recognize an outstanding 
Kentucky small business that exempli-
fies the American entrepreneurial spir-
it. This week, it is my privilege to rec-
ognize the small business, Total Equine 
Services of Falmouth, KY, as the Sen-
ate Small Business of the Week. 

The breeding, training, and of course 
racing of horses is an integral compo-
nent in the history and culture of our 
beautiful State. Many refer to Lex-
ington, KY, as the Horse Capital of the 
World, with their 1,200-acre Kentucky 
Horse Park in addition to the hundreds 
of horse farms operating in the area. 
Moreover, as of 2019, the Kentucky 
equine industry had an economic im-
pact of $3.4 billion and supplied 80,000 
direct and indirect jobs. Needless to 
say it is a leading industry in our 
state. For that reason I am delighted 
to honor a business so involved in that 
iconic industry, Total Equine Services, 
founded by Steve Thomas and his wife 
Patti Thomas. 

When it comes to raising Quarter 
Horses, Steve Thomas is a seasoned 
veteran. He and his wife founded Total 
Equine Services 15 years ago, but he 
has over 20 years’ experience caring for 
this breed under his belt. Together, 
they opened the business which ini-
tially offered only an arena where one 
could come and ride horses. They 
quickly expanded to provide a variety 
of services ranging from boarding, 
breeding, and training horses. In addi-
tion to that same arena, the Thomas’ 
constructed a Foaling Barn and 16 en-
closed stalls where owners can board 

their horses. The Thomas’ also offer 
nutrition and feed balancing services 
as well as a full tack shop where one 
can satisfy all their riding equipment 
needs. When it comes to the care and 
maintenance of horses, Total Equine 
Services offers a full package. 

With parents like Steve and Patti, it 
is no wonder that their son Jason 
Thomas grew up with a love for horses. 
He and his wife Nikki Thomas have 
joined the team at Total Equine Serv-
ices. Nikki was a natural addition to 
the team since, just like her in-laws, 
she has an extensive background in 
raising Quarter Horses. Moreover, 
Nikki is seasoned in training horses in 
the art of barrel racing and pole bend-
ing. Pole bending is a timed event 
where a rider must direct their horse in 
a speedy serpentine path around six 
poles arranged in a line. Meanwhile, 
barrel racing is an event where the 
horse and rider must attempt to run a 
cloverleaf pattern around preset bar-
rels in the fastest time possible. Need-
less to say, training of this sort re-
quires meticulous repetition and a 
keen eye for detail, which Nikki gladly 
brings to the arena. And with all the 
exercise and activity that their stock 
see, the Thomas’ make sure to keep 
their horses properly shod, with Jason 
being a certified farrier, a blacksmith 
that creates horseshoes, who keeps 
their fleet equipped with the proper 
horseshoes they need. 

The Thomas’ have developed a rep-
utation for covering every need a horse 
owner or rider might have, but they 
are also highly regarded for their 
breeding services. Their current stud 
horse, Redneck Jettin Down, has not 
only won several local shows, he has 
placed at national competitions held 
through the American Quarter Horse 
Association. In 2014, Redneck Jettin 
Down placed fourth at the All Amer-
ican Quarter Horse Congress, placed 
6th at the AQHA World show in Jr Pole 
Bending, and placed fifth at the North 
American Live Stock Show. It goes 
without saying that Redneck Jettin 
Down is an asset to Total Equine Serv-
ices. 

Whether they grew up in the heart of 
our big cities or in our smallest of 
towns, every Kentucky citizen has 
heard about the glamour of Keeneland 
and Churchill Downs. The equine in-
dustry plays an active part of the Ken-
tucky identity, and it is businesses like 
Total Equine Services that retain the 
respect and renown of that industry by 
taking special care of their breeds. 
Moreover, the Thomas’ and families 
like them play a vital role in our 
State’s economy, as they support com-
merce within our more rural commu-
nities. 

Congratulations to Steve, Patti, 
Jason, and Nikki Thomas and the rest 
of the team at Total Equine Services. I 
wish them the best of luck and look 
forward to watching their continued 
growth and success in Kentucky.∑ 
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MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Swann, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 
In executive session the Presiding Of-

ficer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations, 
a treaty, and withdrawals, which were 
referred to the appropriate commit-
tees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate 
proceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 
At 2:01 p.m., a message from the 

House of Representatives delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bills, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 3807. An act to amend the American 
Rescue Plan Act of 2021 to increase appro-
priations to the Restaurant Revitalization 
Fund, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 5497. An act to authorize humani-
tarian assistance and civil society support, 
promote democracy and human rights, and 
impose targeted sanctions with respect to 
human rights abuses in Burma, and for other 
purposes. 

H.R. 7276. An act to direct the President to 
submit to Congress a report on United States 
Government efforts to collect, analyze, and 
preserve evidence and information related to 
war crimes and other atrocities committed 
during the fullscale Russian invasion of 
Ukraine since February 24, 2022, and for 
other purposes. 

The message also announced that the 
House agrees to the amendment of the 
Senate to the bill (H.R. 6968) to pro-
hibit the importation of energy prod-
ucts of the Russian Federation, and for 
other purposes. 

The message further announced that 
the House agrees to the amendment of 
the Senate to the bill (H.R. 7108) to sus-
pend normal trade relations treatment 
for the Russian Federation and the Re-
public of Belarus, and for other pur-
poses. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 
At 2:27 p.m., a message from the 

House of Representatives delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker had signed 
the following enrolled bills: 

H.R. 5681. An act to authorize the reclassi-
fication of the tactical enforcement officers 
(commonly known as the ‘‘Shadow Wolves’’) 
in the Homeland Security Investigations tac-
tical patrol unit operating on the lands of 
the Tohono O’odham Nation as special 
agents, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 6968. An act to prohibit the importa-
tion of energy products of the Russian Fed-
eration, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 7108. An act to suspend normal trade 
relations treatment for the Russian Federa-
tion and the Republic of Belarus, and for 
other purposes. 

The enrolled bills were subsequently 
signed by the President pro tempore 
(Mr. LEAHY). 

At 4:20 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker appoints the 
following Members as conferees in the 
conference on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses on the amendment of 
the bill (H.R. 4521) to provide for a co-
ordinated Federal research initiative 
to ensure continued United States 
leadership in engineering biology, and 
that the following Members be the 
managers of the conference on the part 
of the House: 

From the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce, for consideration of the 
House bill and the Senate amendment, 
and modifications committed to con-
ference: Mr. PALLONE, Mses. ESHOO, 
SCHAKOWSKY, MATSUI, Mr. TONKO, Ms. 
BLUNT ROCHESTER, Mr. SOTO, Mrs. ROD-
GERS of Washington, Messrs. BUCSHON, 
CARTER of Georgia, DUNCAN, and CREN-
SHAW. 

From the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs, for consideration of the House 
bill and the Senate amendment, and 
modifications committed to con-
ference: Messrs. MEEKS, DEUTCH, Ms. 
BASS, Mr. CASTRO of Texas, Mses. 
HOULAHAN, JACOBS of California, 
Messrs. KINZINGER, MCCAUL, CHABOT, 
Mrs. WAGNER, Mr. GREEN of Tennessee, 
and Mrs. KIM of California. 

From the Committee on Science, 
Space, and Technology, for consider-
ation of the House bill and the Senate 
amendment, and modifications com-
mitted to conference: Mses. JOHNSON of 
Texas, LOFGREN, BONAMICI, Mr. BERA, 
Ms. STEVENS, Messrs. BOWMAN, FOSTER, 
LUCAS, WEBER of Texas, BABIN, WALTZ, 
and GARCIA of California. 

From the Committee on Ways and 
Means, for consideration of the House 
bill and the Senate amendment, and 
modifications committed to con-
ference: Messrs. NEAL, BLUMENAUER, 
DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois, Mses. 
DELBENE, CHU, MESSRS. KILDEE, 
GOMEZ, BRADY, BUCHANAN, SMITH of Ne-
braska, LAHOOD, and Mrs. MILLER of 
West Virginia. 

From the Committee on Agriculture, 
for consideration of sec. 10407, title XV 
of division H, and division P of the 
House bill, and secs. 2217, 2507, and 2511 
of the Senate amendment, and modi-
fications committed to conference: Mr. 
DAVID SCOTT of Georgia, Ms. PINGREE, 
and Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 

From the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices, for consideration of secs. 10001, 
20221, 71104, and 80401 of the House bill, 
and secs. 1002, 2118, 2217, 2402, 2507, and 
subtitle C of title I of division D of the 
Senate amendment, and modifications 
committed to conference: Mr. NOR-
CROSS, Ms. ESCOBAR, and Mr. MOORE of 
Utah. 

From the Committee on Education 
and Labor, for consideration of sec. 
71210, titles XIII and XIV of division H, 
and titles I–V and titles VII–IX of divi-
sion J of the House bill, and secs. 2507, 
2509, 3138, subtitle C of title I of divi-
sion D, and subtitles Band C of title I 
of division F of the Senate amendment, 

and modifications committed to con-
ference: Messrs. SCOTT of Virginia, 
MORELLE, and Ms. FOXX. 

From the Committee on Financial 
Services, for consideration of secs. 
10001, 30299C, division G, secs. 110001, 
and 110004 of the House bill, and secs. 
1002, 2508, 3138, 3219D, 3219E, 3250, 3405, 
5103, 5202–04, and 5212 of the Senate 
amendment, and modifications com-
mitted to conference: Mses. WATERS, 
GARCIA of Texas, and Mr. BARR. 

From the Committee on Homeland 
Security, for consideration of division 
F of the House bill, and subtitle C of 
title I of division D, secs. 4203, 4204, 
4207, and subtitle B of title II of divi-
sion D of the Senate amendment, and 
modifications committed to con-
ference: Ms. TITUS, Mrs. DEMINGS, and 
Mr. GUEST. 

From the Committee on the Judici-
ary, for consideration of secs. 30001, 
30303, 30306, 30312, 30318, 61403, 61411, 
61414, 71102, 80102, 80103, titles II–VI of 
division I, and sec. 90104 of the House 
bill, and secs. 3302, 3303, 3313, 4492, 4494– 
96, 5202–04, and title II of division F of 
the Senate amendment, and modifica-
tions committed to conference: Mr. 
NADLER, Ms. SCANLON, and Mr. TIF-
FANY. 

From the Committee on Natural Re-
sources, for consideration of secs. 70101, 
70102, 70111–18, subtitle B of title I of di-
vision H, titles II–XII of division H, and 
titles XV–XIX of division H of the 
House bill, and secs. 2507 and 2518 of the 
Senate amendment, and modifications 
committed to conference: Messrs. GRI-
JALVA, MCEACHIN, and Ms. HERRELL. 

From the Committee on Oversight 
and Reform, for consideration of divi-
sion E and division Q of the House bill, 
and title I of division D, subtitle A of 
title II of division D, title III of divi-
sion D, subtitles A and B of title IV of 
division D, secs. 4493, 5202–4, and 73003 
of the Senate amendment, and modi-
fications committed to conference: 
Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New 
York, Messrs. KHANNA, and COMER. 

From the Committee on Small Busi-
ness, for consideration of secs. 10691, 
50107, 71208, and division R of the House 
bill, and modifications committed to 
conference: Mses. VELÁZQUEZ, DAVIDS 
of Kansas, and Mr. FITZGERALD. 

From the Committee on transpor-
tation and Infrastructure, for consider-
ation of sec. 70121, subtitle C of title I 
of division H, division L, and division S 
of the House bill, and secs. 2507, 4114, 
and 4116 of the Senate amendment, and 
modifications committed to con-
ference: Messrs. DEFAZIO, MALINOWSKI, 
and CRAWFORD. 

From the Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs, for consideration of subtitle C 
of title I of division D of the Senate 
amendment, and modifications com-
mitted to conference: Messrs. TAKANO, 
PAPPAS, and BOST. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 
The following bills were read the first 

and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 
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